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CALVERT; 


Tueſday the 13th Day of June 1749, and 

in the Twenty- third Vear of the Reign 

of King 2 1 the Second, of Great 
Britain, Kc. :* 

Ir is ordered, chat 79 Thanks X is Caine be 
given to the Reverend. Mr. Ving field, Chaplain to 
the Right Honourable the Loxgp-Mavor, for his 
Sermon preach'd before this Court, and the Liveries 
of the ſeveral Companies of this Giry; on Sunday, the 
Eleventh Inſtant, being the Anniverſary * his 
Majeſty's happy Acceſſion to the Throne of theſe 
Kingdoms ; and that he be deſir d to print the ſame. 


MAN. 


TO THE 4 


RIGHT HONOURABLE. 
Jir William CarverT, Kut. 
LO R D- M AYO KR 


OF THE 


City of LOND o N; 


This DISCOURSE is moſt 
. Oy preſented by 


HisLorDs ni 1 7˙8 
Moſt obedient, and 


much obliged humble Servant, 


THOMAS WINGFIELD:. 
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1 — 0 King, live for ever — D 


PHE Words now read to you, were a 
common Form of Addreſs, which the 

Obaldeans, and other People of the 
=O) Eaft, conſtantly made uſe of, when- 

ever they came into the Roy a, PRE“ 
SENCE, — The Expreſſion is ſome- 
what 5 y per boli cal, according to the well-known 
Phraſeology of thoſe Nations, which abounded in 
ſtrong Figures and bold Metaphors; but tho' they 
were the Effect of a ſtrong Fancy and warm Imagi- 
nation,” yet they were generally founded on ſome 
notable Truth, or conveyed ſome v/efiul Leſſon of 
Inſtruction, at the ſame Time that they were an Ad- 
dition to their e and the Ornament of their 
Range. 

I rus Mos Es, in his Hiſtory of the a ee hath 
in a very few Words, given us a moſt ſubline De- 
ſcription of Almighty bp, and at the ſame Time, 
conveyed to us the juſteſt Notions of his infinite 
Power, when he tells us, That Gov /aid, Let there beGen. 1.3. Se. I 
Light, and there was Light. — Let there be a. ae 
mament, and it was ſo. — Let the Waters be g 
thered roger Ber unto one Place, and let the dry E 
B appear ; 


r 
e eee eee 1 


Ffalcui, 20. 


this convey to us, of Gop's Infinite 


[6] 


appear, and it was ſo. — Let the Earth bring 


forth Graſs, H. 9 and Tree; and it was fo. — 


How forcibly are We hereby taught, that all the Acts 
of divine Power are inſtantaneous, as quick as 
Thought, and that nothing can at any Time reſiſt 
God's Will | his 4are, Word effecting g every Thing, 
and when he only faith, Let it be /r if 8 o. And 


tho indeed /urd Rn, is wholly incapable of hear- 


ing and obeying, yet what a lively N does not 


nd. Almighty 
Power, to repreſent. theſe Things, as felling his 


e and ranken 2 the Hoi aice of bis 


Words! 


go again, in that moſt d epant 3 of Jornaa, 


oY in, the Sixth Chapter of 6 why Book of Judges, there is 


an Expreſſion, which, however ſtrange i it may found 


to Eule Ears, in the Original, 4 e ex- 


ceedingly beautiful and deſcriptive. Ver. 1 Abe 


Vixx is introduced, as 1 Shatl I, in, * to 


be promoted over the Trees, leave. my Wi ine, which 


cheereth Gop und Man? — The Meaning of which, 
is not to inſinuate, that the great Gov. of the Spirits 


of all Fleſh, can be e or cheered with Po- 
tions of Wine, only to expreſs. the exceeding great 


Power, of that Liquor, to exhilarate the Heart of 


Man. For it is a common Jdiom in the Hebrew 


Tongue, to add the Name of Gop to any thing, in 


order to e the Excellence, Greatneſs, or Mag- 


nificence 


rr esd 


TS 1 
nificence thereof. Thus, x Samuel xiv. 15. what is 13 
expreſs d in our Tranſlation, and rightly enough | 1 
according to modern Ways of ſpeaking, 4 very great 
trembling ; in the Original is, @ trembling of Gov. 
In like manner we read of the Mount of God. 1 Kin 
xix. 8. and the River of Gov, Pſal. Ixv. . and 18. 
veral other the like Phraſes, all which are to be ac. 
counted for in the manner juſt now mentioned. 
80 likewiſe, the Words everlaſting, and for ever, | 
are- frequently made uſe of in Scripture, not to de- f 
note a proper Eternity, only the Stability and Firm- 
neſe of any Thing, during its appointed Continuance. 
Thus we frequently meet, in the Law of Mos Es, 
with this Expreſſion ; "This Hall be an everlaſting Le. i. ;4 
Statute to yu; and this ſhall be a Statute for ever, — i. 
And the PsaLMIs r, in his Poetic Language, ſpeaks ” 
of everlaſting Doors, Plal. xxiv. 7. And the Pro- 
phet Hapaxxvux, in the moſt ſublime and beautiful 
manner tell us, that at the Preſence of Gop, the EVER- Habek. ili.. 
LASTING Mountains were/cattered, and therERPETY AL 
Hills did bow. — And the Phraſe of the Tu xx, we 
frequently meet with in the ſacred Books. Thus we | 
read, that Queen Barhſheba bowed with ber Face to Kings i. 31 
the Earth; and did Reverence to the King, and Jaid, 
Let my Lord King David live for ever. So again, 
we meet with the ſame Phraſe in the ſecond Chapter 
of the Book of Nentmran, where we read, that the 


King faid to Nehemiah, why is thy Countenance Jad, 
B 2 ſeeing 


[8] 
ſeeing bon art ubt feb: 2 This-1s nothing elſe but 
Hirte of Heart: Then he was very ſore afraid, and 

Nchem. i. 3. aid unto the King, Let the Ning live for ever; 
aid che Words of the TEN are repeated no leſs than 
foe ſeveral Times in the Book _ "DANtEE ; ; O! 
King, n for erf, ARTE a7 4. 
Wen Words contain not only + an \ prove! De- 
lire, that the Kine may continue to live to a good 
oldAge, but likewiſe, that Hz may uninterruptedly en- 
joy ſuch a Portion of Honour and Proſperity, as is ſuited 
to his Royal Station: For without theſe, the Continu- 
ance of Life would, to a Prince, be rather a Puniſh- 
_ than a Pleafure. | Henee therefore we may learn, 
that we ought, in Proportion to our ſeveral Abilities: | 


to" cntribute to tlie Support of the Royal Divniny, s 1 

"Maa "2; according to that of our Saviour, cab to mo I 

the Things that are Ceſar's." C1 

"AND indeed ſuch is the Digit f 195 Royal Cha A 

rater, that fo long as thoſe, who are veſted with it, #41 

act uitably to the Ends of their high Office, no De. 

VE orces- of Reverence and Eſteem can be too great to 3 
| be ſhewn toward them. Their Perſons are Sacred, 1 
| their Office is Divine, and their Authority when = 2. 
_ exerted in a becoming Manner, 7. e. to thoſe” ends KF 2 
| only, for which it was given wier; by no Means to T 
dom. f. 4 be reſiſted. * For they are the Miners of God to 5 
| us fo" "Good; and not only the Miniſters of Gop, 0 
8 bot 0 are aid nn in 5 10 be Gods, and 3 


re they 


[9] 


they are called the Children of the moſt Hiph ; in ra. nis. 


order to acquaint us with the ſupereminent Dignity 
of their Character, which, being properly ſuſtained, 
claims from us in return, a proportionate Degree of 
Veneration and Homage. 
Nos is this any other, than what is xorceable, to. - 
the Sentiments of all Mankind, at leaſt, of all the 
Sober and thinking Part of then : The only Dan- 
ger upon the Face of the Thing is, leaſt Men's Ve- 
neration for Authority ſhould lead them into a 
blind and implicit Submiſſion to mere Power (for 
the Diſtinction between theſe two is not always ſo 
carefully attended to, as is fitting) but even this 
Danger is wholly prevented, when thoſe in Autho- 
rity and Power, are themſelves real Friends to true 
Liberty; defiring no more Power, than what may. 
enable them to act effefually, and exerting all their 
Authority for the yoo: of Ye e committed to 
their Care. . 
How happy EG may we of theſe ns, 


juſtly eſteem ourſelves, who/z King is the Son of fedes.s. 17 


Mobles, of- diſtin guiſhed Zeal in the Cauſe of Li- 
berty, and aA dherence to all the legal Rights 
and Privileges: of his Subjects! A KING] Wwhoſe 
royal Virtues have long endear d him to every honeſt 
Briton; and made him at once the Delight and 
Ornament of his People. Nor is it a ſmall Thing, 
chat being trained to Arms, and furniſhed with 
5 every 
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every Requiſite of a conſummate Soldier, yet he is 
fond to cultivate the Arts of Peace. Nay more 


through the Wiſdom of his Counſels, after a nine 
Vears moſtly unſucceſsful War, hath. procured for 


us an equally good Peace with that, which was the 


Fruit of ten Years uninterrupted Succeſs, in à for- 
mer Reign. — And let us but refle& what are the due 
returns in point of Gratitude, and in common Fu/- 


tice to be expected from us, for ſo much Goodneſs, 


and ſuch attentive Care to the true anke and 
Proſperity of the Kingdom.. 
Non is this late, the only taſtes: we had bf 
Hrs MajssTy's vaterital Care and Attention to the 
Welfare of his People; His whole Reign hath been 
one continued Proof of his ſincere Deſires, to mak 


us a flouriſhing and an happy Nation. Particulars 


there is no occaſion to enter into a Detail of; we 
have all elt the Bleſſings of his happy Reign over 


us: And if any are inſenfible of the Happineſs they 


enjoy under his gracious and mild Government, they 


muſt be either very fupid or very wicked + Done 


not to /ee it, or wicked not to acknowledge it | 
Bor chat ſuch there ſhould be among us, Wat 
dering the preſent State and Corruption of Mankind, 


is no more than what we muſt reaſonably expect; 
for even the Diſpenſations of Gop are e and 


carped at by preſumptuous Men]! What Wonder is it 


on; that thoſe whom he hath-been . to make 


choice 


choice of, for his great Inſtruments in governing 
the World, ſhould meet with the ſame ingrateful 
and unkind Uſage ? But as the Dreams of [Ile Hi si- 
onaries and Crack-brained Futhuſiaſis, do not di- 
miniſh the Veneration of thinking Men for the great 


Governor of the Univer/e ; fo _ ſhould the 


Utopian Schemes and eee, Projects of every 
little Dealer in Politics, leſſen our Regard for the 
Perſons and Authority of our /awfu/ Rulers. For 
however plauſible ſome Things may appear in Theory, 
yet, upon Trial, they are frequently found to be 
wholly Fans afdiqabls ; nor are the recluſe Student, 


and Perfarn wholly engaged in private Life, proper 
Judges of the Crility of every public Meaſure ; Be- 


cauſe many a well-aimed Deſign, for want of being 
thoroughly known, and which in common Prudence 


muſt, for a Time at leaſt, be kept back from pub- 
lic View, may, for that very Reaf, be liable to 
ion or Miſconſtruction. And if thoſe, 
o are dude with the Management of the Na- 


Miſco NRC 


tional Affairs, muſt be thought and ſpoken ill of, 


becauſe they do not ſatisfy the Doubts and Scruples: 


of every 1mpertinent Enquirer; farewell to all Diſ- 
cipline and Order Confuſion and every evil Work 
muſt immediately enſue. 

IN I- — (Whatever foray it is of > ile 
muſt be a Swbordination of ſome to others, this being 
of the very Eſſence of CIvIL Sogzer y, without which 
it 
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it cannot poſſibly ſubſiſt; and every thing that tends 
to the Subver ſion of Order f in the kh. 


tends equally to the Saber ſion of the Colnmoniwebnlth 
itſelf. Whenever therefore, Perſons in Jow'Life ſhall 
take upon them to dictate to their Superiors, and in 
that Manner too, which low-bred Perſons, generally 
make uſe of, v1z. unſeemly Language and rude Re- 
flections, they offend equally in Point of Duty, as 
in Point of Decency. And it is a no leſs Abſurdity 
in the Body Politic, than it would be in the Natural 
Body, for kk Hands and Feet to uſurp the Office of 
the Head, and inſtead of obeying, pretend to direct, 

and controul the Rational Powers of the Mind. 

I wouLD not be thought to inſinuate by this, ai 
an abſolute Paſſrve Obedience, and an unlimited blind 
Fubmiſſion, are due from the Body of the People to 
their Governors. No! that I leave for thoſe to 
aſſert, who are perpetually acting the very 'rever/e 
of it. But I would be underſtood to mean, that 
there is ſuch a reverential "Regard due to thoſe in 
Authority, as ſhould conſtantly preſerve Men within 


the Bounds of Decency, at leaſt, and prevent all 


Unſeemlineſs, and Extravagance, in Words or Ac- 
tions, — When the K ins, and all that are in 
Authority under him, are ſeen to make the known 
Laws of the Land the ſettled Rule of their Conduct ; 

when not any the leaſt Attempts have been ever ade 


by them, on either our Civil or Religious Liberties, 
and 
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and when the whole general Tenor of their Beha- 
viour is aimed at the Public Good; in ſuch a Caſe, 

to obſtruct and oppo/e their Meaſures, falls very lictle 
ſhort of Rebellion, either in its Nature or Conſequen- 
ces; and to aſſt them with our Concurrence, our 
Counſels and Intereſt, is ſerving our CouN TRY, as 
well as the KING: it being equally for the 0 
and Advantage of both, to have all public Councils 
as unanimous as may <4 and every public Meaſure 
. to meet with as little r poſſible. 
Ix every free State indeed, there neceſſarily will 
be a Difference of Opinions, 1 5 this Difference will 
beget Debates, in which every Man, properly qua- 
lied, hath a Right to ſpeak his Sentiments ; but 
then, a prudent Man, who, wiſhes well to his PR. 
try, is never unwilling to ſacrifice his own private 
Opinion or Jealouſies to the public Peace, or to 
the Honour and Ma jeſty of the Government, under 
which he lives: And it is no leſs a Tranſgreſſion of 
all the Rules of good Policy, than of good Breeding, 
to expoſe the Failings of thoſe, who are employed 
at any Time in the —— 02 Adminiſtration of Affairs, 

ſo long as the Conſequences of them do not affect 
the Welfare of the 8 T ATE; ; for degrading the Man, 
is demeaning the Office in the Eye 15 5 Populace, 
who are not the beſt. qualified to make nice Diſ- 
tin&tions. — And judge only within yourſelves, what 


muſt neceſſarily be the Conlequence, When the Body 
C of 
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of the People ſhall, by this Means,. be tanght to 


deſpiſe Dominion, and to ſpeak Evil of Digmnities.. 


The right ordering and managing Afairs of State, 


is a Buſineſs, as of much D:fficu{ty, ſo of great Deli. 
cacy; and therifote unleſs the People heartily concur 


with their PRINcE in ſuch Meaſures, as Hs judges pro- 
per' to promote the public Welfare, much Evil muſt 
neceſſarily ariſe to the Community : For if there be 
any, the "eaſt Diſtruſt on either Side, it is next to 
impoſſible for the N ational Buſineſs to be carried on 
with any tolerable Share of Succeſs ; becauſe. their 
whole Attention will be taken up in guarding apainſt 
the /uppoſed Encroachments of each other; and 


while they are preparing to defend themſelves A gainſt 


the imaginary Attacks of their fancied Ne 


Enemies, the real Deſigns of their foreign Ones, will 
be moſtly difregarded. Nay more! I will venture 


to aſſert, That even where there ſhalt be found fome 


real Fault or Miſmanagement, provided it does not 


affect the Yitals of the Conſtitution, it had better 
be born with for the Time, than attempred to be re- 
moved ; becauſe, in fuch a Caſe, the Remedy is very 
often worſe than the Diſeaſes, and the ſtirring up 


Jealouſies and Fears docs more barm, than the Re- 
moval of fuch an Evil does good. 


THERE is no Form of Government of that e 


ſummate Perfection, as to exclude all Poſſibility of 


Slips and Miſtakes in the Execution of it; for fo 
long 
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long as Men are Men, they will have their Failings 
and Infirmities; and if, upon Diſcovery of every 
little Error or Miſcarriage, Men will fly out into all 
the Niolenre of OrvosrTION, they act a very fooliſh, 
as well as a wicked Part: For the common Reaſon 
and Experience of Mankind do ſhew us, that ſuch 
{7topian Schemes can have no Place in this World; 
and to pretend to carry on Government upon ſuch 
. rigid Terms is, in the preſent State of Things, ab- 
ſolutely impracticable. It can therefore be reſolved 
into nothing elſe but Pride of Heart and Nlalevo- 
lence, or ſomething wor/e, when Men take a Delight 
in oppoſing merely for Oppoſition's-ſake, and are 
greedy to catch hold of every Opportunity to leſſen 
their Rulers in the good Opinion of Mankind. How 
much wiſer and better a Part do they act, who are 
ever ready to aſiſt them with their Counſcls, and 
Jon Endeavours for the public Good ! Ly: 
"Fox it is really our Duty not only to forbear Ac 
ing and Speaking againft our lawful Governors, but to 
Act and Speak'w#7zh them, and for them; not only to 
forbtar reproaching them vrſelves, but to ** A 
likewiſe againſt the Reproaches of others; and never 
to entertain the leaſt Thought derogatory to their 
Dignity, or that may tend to leſſen our Veneration 
for their Perſons and Authority, according to that 


wholeſome Advice of the inſpired Preacher, Cur/e reac. x. 2 > 


not 1 King, uo not in thy Thought, an Gurſe Not 
"DU the 
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the Rich, i. e. thoſe that are in Power and Authority 
under him; Curſe not the Rich in thy Bed Chamber. 
I nus much is due from us under every Admini- 
ſtration, even ſuppoſing it to be not the wiſeſt or 
beſt that ever was: It is hen only, when they aſ- 
ſume to themſelves a diſpenſing Power to ſet all Law 
aſide, and in the Wantonneſs of Power, invade the 
Property, and abridge the legal Liberty of the Sub- 


ject, when they attempt to deſtroy the very funda. 


mental Conſtitutions of the Society, and are for ruling 
by mere Arbitrary Will and Power, that Ref/tance 


becomes lawful, al the People have a Right to take 


care for themſelves : But in every other Caſe where 


there are only the common Frailties and Infirmities of 


Human Nature, ſuch is the Dignity of All veſted 


with Authority, that Fear and Honour, Reverence 


and Eſteem are really due to them; oe” barely to 
with-bold theſe their juſt Dues, is unjuſtifiable- and 
wrong; but conſtantly to oppoſe and revile, to ob- 


ſtruct and clogg all their Meaſures, betrays ſuch a 


Malignity of Heart, and is ſuch a Perver/ene/s of 


Behaviour, as can be reſolved into nothing leſs than 
Diſaffeftion ; for Diſſatisfaction only, never . ; 


Mey, on to ſuch extreme Lengths. 


Ir then even to al) veſted with . ach 
Eſteem and Reverence, Veneration and Obedience 
Tin. g. ij. are due; much more ſhould thoſe, who rule well, 
be counted worthy f double Honour : And we ſhould 

do 
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do all that lays in our Power, to leſſen their Cares and 
lighten their Burthen. For though, when we look 
up to them at a Diſtance, and behold them attend- 
ed in all the Pomp of Majeſty, we may imagine 
perhaps, their Life to be a Life of Eaſe and Gaiety, 
and uninterrupted Happineſs; yet, when we con- 
fider the exceeding great Difficulty of rightly diſ- 
charging the Duties of their Station, ariſing as well 
from the | Arduouſneſs of the Things themſelves, as 
from the great Variety of Buſineſs, in which they 
are conſtantly engaged; the hazard of not ſucceed— 
ing in many Caſes, even here they have made uſe of 
their utmoſt Care 4080 Precaution; and after all the 
Danger of not ſecuring: the Hearts and Affections of 
their People, who are ever liable to be nie by 
crafty Inſinuations or confident Aſſertions; I ſay, 
when we conſider all this, we ſhould endeavour to 
render the Load of Government as eaſy as may be to 
them, by a willing Obedience, and hearty Concurrence 
in all their Meaſures, for the Publicł Gl]. 
Ap not only ſo: — but as becometh Chri- 
ftians, and Men profeſſing Godlineſs, aſſiſt them 
likewiſe with our Prayers. to 'Gop, that he would 
endow them with a Spirit of Wiſdom and Under- 
ſtanding, a Spirit of Counſel; and of a ſound Mind, 
a Spirit of Knowledge, and of the Fear of the Lord; | 
to make them of a quick Underſtanding in the Arts 
of Government, and to give thein an underſtanding 


Heart 


; * 
* 
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: Tim. Apoſtle; 1 exbort — tba 
OY  Interceſions, and giving of Tant ke made: for all 
_ — Men. But more elpecially Jon Kings," Oy boat off 


Heart to judge the . that they may diſcern 
between Good and Bad: According to that of the 


that are in Authority. 

Ax ſurely | if ever People iiwile to give 
Thanks" to. Gon for the Bleſſings: of à juſt; a mild, 
and gracious Government, We of theſe Kingdoms 


are in a more efpecial Manner, bound to render 


Him our Tribute of Praiſe and Thankſgiving,” for 


the innumerable Benefits we -enjoy under the Go- 


vernment of a PRINOR, as femarkable for his Cle- 
nency and love of vice, as he is very deſervedly 


to by admired for his many other Perſonal and Royal 
Virtues. ' — A calm Serenity of Mind, and undi- 
 frurted\ Fearleſneſs in the midſt of Danger, with a 


tender Commiſeration for the Sufferings of the Af- 


flicted, have made Him at once the Delight and 
Admiration of the Sol pIEZY; and fo long as the 


Knowledge 'of what true Courage and Conduct are, 


ſhall remain, will He be read, and ſpoke of by Rod. 


Neri ry, with the greateſt Wunder and Applauſe. 


His whole Conduct chroughout, from the very firſt | 
to 7 Throne, until Now, 
hath been ſteady and uniform; nor can any of his 
gubjects complain, that any the leaſt Attempt hath 
been made upon their egal Privileges,” or that their 


Day of his Acbeſſton 


valuable Liberties have been in any wiſe abridged; 
| nothing 


Swpplications,” Prayers, 
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nothing like Perſecution in the Cuurcn, or Tyranny 
in the STATE, hath made any Appearance, during 
his whole Reign: But being HimsELy a true Friend 
to Liberty, and having the Preſervation of our hap- 
py Conſtitution entirely at Heart, He hath ruled us 
with the Tenderneſs of an indulgent FATHER, ever 
ſtudious of his Children's Happineſs and Welfare Fo 
Hs hath, moreover, provided for the Perpetuiry of 
this Bleffir ing to the! ation, by ing Oe that the 
Hz1z to his Crown ſhould 4K; his VIS TuES; for 
the ſame Spirit of Liborty, which in/pires the Fa- 
THER, animates the Sox.; and we have good Grotmd 
to hope, the greateft Reaſon to believe, that hut it 
will be handed down to the lag Generations. 
And in this Senſe moxe eſpecially, ſpall | the King 
live far ever, While all his Deſcendants ſhall copy 
alter ihe elbytrious Pattern Hs. hath, ſet. them. 


0 ; 
A nA Vi 


Yet us "Therelthe” pray for the” Life of. ibe Ring, tun vi. 10. 
and of his. $0ns:; That God. would make him his pal. leis 
Fir t- born, his N than. the. Kings. of the Earth; << 
that he would 1555 his Mercy far him for FOR vgs | 
and make his Covenant to fland faſt with him; that 
he wontd make hir Seed to endure for ever, and his 
Throne as the Days of Heaven ; that it may be Ha- 
bliſhed for ever, gf be as the Sun before him. — 

And let all the People rejoice, and ſay, GOD SAVE 
THE KING. LET THB KING LIVE FOR EVER. 


Amen. N 
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